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DRAFT  by Molly McCammon February 2 2010
Summary of AOOS Executive Committee Meeting

Held by Teleconference January 15, 2010


10am – 11:30am

Executive Committee Members Present: Chair Denby Lloyd, Vice-chair Glenn Sheehan, Secretary Ed Page, and Ex-Officio Ian Dutton.  Members absent: Doug Demaster due to flight delays.  Also present: Executive Director Molly McCammon and Program Manager Darcy Dugan.  Clarence Pautzke attended a portion of the meeting.

1. Planning for Arctic research and monitoring

NPRB Executive Director Clarence Pautzke briefed the committee about joint NPRB-AOOS planning efforts for the Arctic, building upon the joint workshop held January 2009.  There is a lot of interest in the Arctic now, but no overall vision tying all the various activities together.  MMS, the oil & gas industry, NSF, and others all have projects currently happening in the U.S. Arctic.  NPRB is interested in doing more there; the AOOS board has identified the Arctic as its priority area for new observing platforms when funding is available; the Ocean Policy Task Force identified the Arctic as a priority region; NOAA and the Navy are developing Arctic action plans.  The question is how do we build upon each other’s programs.  The Alaska Sealife Center has an Arctic education project with the Coastal America Program.  

No action was taken, but the board will continue to be made aware of potential opportunities concerning the Arctic.

2. Memorandum of Agreement follow-up
The updated AOOS MOA was adopted unanimously by the founding members at the AOOS board meeting in November 2009.  The Executive Director was encouraged to obtain something from each of these (email or signature) members to have on file, indicating their final approval.

The Committee also discussed seeking additional members, and suggested the addition of the Alaska Department of Transportation and possibly the Alaska Department of Commerce.

3. Users Advisory Council
The Committee reviewed the terms of reference for the Users Council adopted at the November meeting and suggested a number of potential members to contact.  The Executive Director will pursue the interest of several of these and come back to the committee with some potential names.

4. Draft Operating Procedures

This action item was delayed.

5. Preparation for FY 2010 proposal/work plan

McCammon briefed the Committee about the status of AOOS funding and noted that we were unlikely to receive the full $3.5m request and would more likely get flat funding at $1m or slightly more.  The final award amount should be received around February 12, with a “descoped” proposal due March 30.  The Committee should expect to meet on this in early March. Glenn Sheehan noted that a potential fiberoptic cable project for western and northern Alaska includes 3 science nodes that could provide impetus for funding for planned cabled observatories at Barrow and across the Bering Strait.
6. Reviews of Data Management System and Prince William Sound System

McCammon briefed the Committee about ongoing and future reviews of both the AOOS Data System and the Prince William Sound Observing System. The results of these reviews will guide future funding decisions.

7. Participation in National Federation of Regional Associations (NFRA) meeting in February

McCammon briefed the Committee about the NFRA meeting and Congressional and agency visits in Washington DC February 17-18.  Chair Lloyd will be in DC at that time and may be able to attend some of the meetings.  Glenn Sheehan will check on the availability of Richard Glenn or Harry Brower to also attend.

The Executive Committee took no action at this meeting. The committee adjourned at approximately 11:30 am.
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