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ALASKA MARINE POLICY FORUM

Summary of May 26, 2010 call

Hosted by Molly McCammon, mccammon@aoos.org  

Summary prepared by Darcy Dugan, mccammon@aoos.org 

Alaska Marine Policy Forum: A bimonthly teleconference for Alaskans to network and share information about marine policy, budgets and legislation at state, national and international levels, sponsored by Alaska Ocean Observing System and Alaska Sea Grant.

Amy Holman, NOAA Regional Coordinator
Amy gave a brief overview of NOAA’s proposed Arctic Vision and Strategy which was released recently with public comments due on June 25. The effort stemmed from the Obama Administration’s interest in Arctic and the summer 2009 visit to Alaska by the Ocean Policy Task Force.  The document is NOAA’s contribution to the US portfolio on the Arctic.  It focuses on NOAA’s core missions, as well as activities that enhance collaborations with others.

Items to note: 

· NOAA’s interpretation of Arctic includes the Bering Sea.  
· This document has received a lot of support within the agency 
· The implementation price estimate of this plan is around $10 million. Most programs will be implemented in 2012. 

This plan is currently out for public comment, extended to June 25th. NOAA is hoping to receive feedback before developing implementation plans to carry out these goals. 

The document can be found here: http://www.arctic.noaa.gov/docs/arctic_strat_2010.pdf
Mark Robbins, Governor Parnell’s office in DC
NOAA is drafting a new national policy on aquaculture and recently held a series of listening sessions across the nation, including one in Anchorage May 21.  About 30 people attended and gave detailed and informed testimony, showing concern and pride for Alaska and Alaska wild fish.  NMFS was pleased with the constructive comments that were provided. Testifiers made a clear distinction between finfish aquaculture (generally opposed) and crab and other shellfish aquaculture (generally supported).  

Yesterday Senator Vitter from Louisiana filed a bill to block offshore aquaculture offshore for at least 3 years. Here is the link to the press release on the hearing and the State of Alaska’s comments:  http://gov.state.ak.us/parnell/press-room/full-press-release.html?pr=5383
EPA is trying to address ocean acidification through proposed water quality regulations that concerns the state.  See attached PDF.

Alaska has been providing support and advice to those involved with the Gulf of Mexico oil spill, and the AK Dept of Environmental Conservation has been engaged. See: http://dec.alaska.gov/spar/deepwater-horizon-resources/index.htm
Bob King, DC office of Senator Mark Begich

They have been closely monitoring the BP spill. Many Alaskans have offered their assistance and expertise.  Congress is discussing potential legislation, including the structure of dealing with investigation.  Senators Begich and Murkowski have filed a bill to boost the oil spill liability trust fund balance up to $10 billion Bob mentioned interest in being able to leverage this funding to address other science needs, such as what science is needed for spill research and baseline observations in the Arctic. These discussions are still in the early stages.
Congress is working on a supplement to the FY 10 appropriation; no word on action on FY 11 appropriation bills.

Molly McCammon, Alaska Ocean Observing System
AOOS and UAF are members of the Consortium for Ocean Leadership.  COL has been tapped to help organize the non-federal agency scientific input in response to the spill, and will participate in a meeting next week at LSU where the scientific community will discuss actions in response to the spill.  

The National Academy of Science has released three of four reports on climate change.  All of these are on National Research Council website (http://americasclimatechoices.org/).  One additional report will be coming out later in year. This was part of a major initiative instigated by the Obama Administration.  The National Academy had been asked to look holistically at the issue of climate change, and come up with recommendations and national guidance.  

A “National Ocean Council” may soon be publically announced in response to a recommendation from the Ocean Policy Task Force.  One of the staff positions would be an Arctic and coastal Alaska policy advisor.  

Other regional Ocean Observing Systems are very active in the Gulf of Mexico right now.  Glider results and other data are posted on an OOS page from Rutgers University: http://rucool.marine.rutgers.edu/deepwater/ 
Upcoming Events 
· June 3rd: US Arctic Research Commission meeting, more information at www.arctic.gov.  The meeting includes a farewell event to Mead Treadwell, who is resigning as of June 3.
· June 7-12: International Polar Year conference in Oslo, Norway.   Molly McCammon of AOOS will attend the SAON data management sessions.  Marilyn Sigman of COSEE/UAF will be attending as part of educators track.  Others from UAF will also participate.

· June 8-10th: Capitol Hill Ocean Week (the Alaska SeaLife Center is a co-sponsor)  

· June 9th: NOAA annual fish fry (Department of Commerce building, downtown Washington DC)
· June 22-25: Coastal America Partnership meeting in Washington DC; honoring Senator John Kerry
· July 27-28th: Ocean Research and Resources Advisory Panel meets in Seward.  Most of the sessions will be public. ORRAP is the only public advisory committee to the federal ocean research agencies.  Because they will be meeting in Alaska, they will likely focus on many Alaska issues.  

Other Announcements

· Dr. Tom Karl has just been appointed to the Office of Science & Tech Policy to serve as chair of the Subcommittee on Ocean Global Change Research. 
· NOAA is hiring a Climate Services director for Alaska.  The announcement is expected at the beginning of next week.
· The state budget has multiple items of interest: $50 million to AK Energy Authority for alternative energy projects, including tidal, and funding for Sea Grant’s Marine Advisory Program.  Governor Parnell has both the operating and capital budget in hand. Feel free to contact governor’s office and urge support of these measures. 

· UAF School of Fisheries and Ocean Sciences is wishing farewell to Dean Denis Wiesenburg who is moving south back to Mississippi.  Dr. Mike Castellini will be interim dean.  SFOS is hoping to have a new dean in place within 12 months.  A search committee will be starting at the end of the summer.  
· Beginning June 9th, NOAA aircraft will be flying the southwest portion of Alaska, collecting data that will reduce the topographical vertical error from 1 meter to 2 cm (contact Amy Holman for more information).
The next Alaska Marine Policy Forum teleconference will be Wednesday, July 28th at 1pm.
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