[image: image1.png]aaaaaa




[image: image2.jpg]AOODS

Alaska Ocean Observing System



       

Alaska Marine Policy Forum 

Summary of Wednesday, March 23, 2011 call

Host: Molly McCammon mccammon@aoos.org 

Alaska Marine Policy Forum: A bimonthly teleconference for Alaskans to network and share information about marine policy, budgets, and legislation at state, national, and international levels, sponsored by Alaska Sea Grant and the Alaska Ocean Observing System. 

NOTES FROM THE March 23 CALL (26 people online)
Note: Senator Begich’s office in DC has moved down the hall to Russell 111.  Bob King, staff to Begich on fisheries issues, was unavailable but will join us at the next call.

Rob Earl, staff to AK Legislature Rep. Bob Heron

HJR 19 is an Alaska House of Representatives Joint Resolution promoting ratification of the U.N. Convention on the Law of the Sea and urging the U.S. Senate once again to ratify the treaty This HJR passed the House on Wednesday March 16th with substantial support.  It has been referred to Senate Resources where a lot of bills are currently waiting, but Rob felt confident it would receive a hearing.  Senate Resources is its last committee of referral, so timing still looks good for passing the resolution through both bodies by the end of the legislative session.  See http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_bill.asp?bill=HJR%2019&session=27 
Christine Hess, Staff to AK Legislature Rep. Reggie Joule  

Northern Waters Task Force: The dates for the next set of hearings have been set:
· Bethel: May 15-17
· Arctic Imperatives Conference in Girdwood: June 19-21 (the Task Force will participate)

· Kotzebue, followed by Nome: July 5-7 (concurrent with local trade fair festival in Kotzebue)

· Unalaska: Aug 24-26 

· September: potentially an additional meeting to wrap up loose ends or hear from presenters not available at other meetings.  

Coastal Zone Management Act reauthorization: Rep. Seaton is sponsoring a committee substitute to amend the Governor’s bill that would extend the Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA) for 6 years. A comparison between bills and pre-2003 legislation is attached to this email.  The revised bill was  heard March 23rd in House Resources..  More discussion will take place on Friday in House Resources and there is a slim chance it will pass out of committee.  Seaton’s amendments do not fully restore the jurisdiction the coastal districts of Alaska previously had prior to 2003, but do include other changes (see attached sheet).

Bob Pawlowski, Denali Commission on Behalf of the Legislature

Arctic Ports: Governor Parnell has included the Arctic Ports Study in the supplemental budget. There is a capital request to fund the AK Dept. of Transportation for $972,000 for first year using general funds, and then require a 1-to-1 match for 2013 and 2014. On March 24th, Senator Olson is holding a meeting of the Community and Regional Affairs Committee to discuss planning for ports and harbors.  Ports seem like a hot topic right now, and the discussion will focus on ports outside the Cook Inlet area. 
Aleutian Island Risk Assessment: On March 17th, the Aleutian Island Risk Assessment had its last meeting in Phase A where they developed recommendations after 2 years of work.  The Cook Inlet risk assessment will be getting kicked off soon. 


Amy Holman, NOAA, Alaska Regional Collaboration Team

NOAA’s Arctic Vision and Strategy: Last week, Dr. Lubchenco, the NOAA Administrator, rolled out NOAA’s Arctic Vision and Strategy during an event at the Aspen Institute. The development of this document began about 1.5 years ago, and was approved by Lubchenco in January.  
Link: http://www.arctic.noaa.gov/docs/NOAAArctic_V_S_2011.pdf
The Arctic strategy is a component of NOAA’s strategic plan and lays out six goals: 

1) Forecast sea ice. NOAA will provide accurate quantitative daily forecasts and seasonal forecasts. NOAA will work to understand how sea ice affects ecosystems, and expand analyses, looking at the type and character of ice in addition to extent and thickness.  They will also take existing information and feed it into large climate models which typically haven’t dealt with sea ice well. There is also intention to develop a sea ice atlas in partnership with AOOS.

2) Strengthen foundational science.  NOAA will work on improving baseline observations. Key activities include 

a. Supporting a marine “Distributed Biological Observatory” (DBO) which is a voluntary effort amongst PIs working on Arctic cruises.  Cruise leaders have agreed to stop at four specific locations in the Bering and Chukchi Seas to take uniform measurements. The goal is to establish a baseline and observe change over time, as well as linking physical and biological research and understanding. 

b. Improving tidal measurements along west coast of Alaska.  This year five temporary tide stations are being installed from Seward Peninsula into Bristol Bay.  This will help improve tide predictions in those areas, and provide information needed to stitch together bathymetry and topography.  

c. Increasing the number of drifting buoys and long term moorings. In the long term, NOAA plans to add continuously-collected real time water level stations. A big issue is maintaining existing buoys.
3) Improve weather and water forecasts and warnings. NOAA has been experimentally building an Arctic weather page, which it will continue to develop.  Included is a surf forecast for the North Slope. 

4) Enhance international and national partnerships. NOAA will work with Arctic Council, and continue to engage federal partners in Alaska, the State of AK, and anyone else to improve their services.  The World Meteorological Organization has organized a group to look at polar research and services through all Arctic states.  NOAA will establish “cryosphere watch” focusing on ice conditions both in the water and in glaciers across globe.  It will also create “polar prediction services”, looking at better modeling predictions for weather in the Polar Regions.

5) Improve stewardship and management of ocean and coastal resources in the Arctic.  This relates to the DBO described earlier. NOAA will also focus on maintaining (1) RUSALCA (Russian-Alaska Coordinated studies across the Bering Strait), (2) Basis – Bering and Aleutians salmon surveys, and (3) ocean acidification research, expanding into the Beaufort. 

6) Advance resilient and healthy Arctic communities and economies. NOAA will work on charting for marine transportation and oil spill response, using NOAA climate programs and working through Alaska Sea Grant, ACCAP, and other entities to help use science in ways that are meaningful to communities.  Also, NOAA will focus on improving geospatial infrastructure (being able to determine horizontal and vertical position) over a 5 - 6 yr program in order to reduce the error which is currently up to 2 meters.  NOAA will also help bring together spill response data from many different entities.  In the midterm (next 5 yrs), communicating climate science down to the community level is a priority.  In the long term, NOAA will focus on mapping Arctic waters and incorporating areas that haven’t been surveyed for decades. 

Amy said NOAA is currently focusing on components that are most likely to continue in a harsh budget climate.  BASIS and RUSALCA cruises will be continued. The budget for hydrographic surveying was hit hard this year; despite that, NOAA still plans to bring a charting ship to Bering Strait and will spend two month going as far north as Kotzebue Sound.   Amy hopes that NOAA will find new money for the Arctic since this is a priority under the National Ocean Policy, but no numbers or timelines are available at this time.
Buoy update: Right now there is not a threat to defund the National Data Buoy Center (NDBC) or offshore weather stations.  The first thing to be affected by the budget cuts is the ship time and capacity to fix buoys when they are broken (several have been for almost a year).  Molly McCammon mentioned the buoys in the Bering Sea are funded by a consortium of partners.  The southernmost mooring (M2) will have PCO2 sensors installed this summer, and will be collecting real time observations which will be hosted through the Alaska Ocean Observing System (AOOS).  Another real-time PCO2 sensor will be installed in Resurrection Bay and will also stream ocean acidification data through AOOS. 

Phillip Martin, Arctic Landscape Cooperative, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
Landscape Conservation Cooperatives (LCCs) Update: LCCs are a national initiative of the Department of the Interior.  When fully developed, there will be 21 geographically based cooperatives covering the entire U.S. and parts of Mexico and Canada.  This program is envisioned as science-focused partnerships among government agencies, and involving NGOs, academics, and tribes. The LCCs will address the information needs of resource managers in the realm of climate change and other environmental stressors.  The LCCs will have a close relationship with DOI climate science centers (the first of which is being established in Alaska). The division of labor is a little fuzzy right now, but an LCC is more focused on applied science and management than other initiatives.  Base funding comes through the USFWS, but the vision is that each LCC will be a collaborative body with a multi-agency steering committee setting the priorities. Each LCC has a small staff (the Arctic LCC has 4 staff), and one or more technical working groups.  Built out fully, Alaska will have five LCC’s.  The Arctic is the furthest along and was funded in 2010.  The western LCC (Seward Peninsula to Kodiak) is currently operating in pilot mode, hoping for full funding in 2011. There is currently an RFP out for research projects through the western LCC: http://www.arcus.org/western-alaska-lcc/project-proposals. Proposals are due April 6th.
Phillip said it is still not clear how LCCs relate to marine environment.  The history of the concept is fairly terrestrially focused, but clearly coastal zone and nearshore marine are within the realm of interested of LCC steering committee members.  The boundaries are drawn out to the EEZ, however, operationally, they need to be careful not to spread too thin.  The types of projects that have been funded so far through the Arctic LCC have a terrestrial/freshwater focus, although some organisms of high management interest (like salmon) cross that boundary. There was one project through the Arctic LCC that funded USGS to model climate and current influences on lagoon systems of the Beaufort Sea.  

LCC affiliates have been participating in marine-related conversations. Joel Reynolds from the western LCC participated in the CMSP conference in San Francisco last year, and Karen Murphy provided an LCC overview at the Alaska Marine Science Symposium. There is a strong interest in the coastal zone, and LCC affiliates have given plenary addresses on coastal processes and expected changes in coastal environment, as well as linkages between marine and fresh water in coastal systems. Amy Holman of NOAA is active on both Arctic and Western LCC steering committees, and the LCCs will be looking to other agencies too.

Many people have noted similarities between the Arctic LCC and the North Slope Science Initiative (NSSI).  Phillip agreed there is broad overlap on what the organizations are intended to do.  NSSI was originally more focused on oil and gas activities, and information needs related to managing them. That has expanded over the years.  LCCs are more focused on climate change, so there is a separation in topics of interest but still broad overlap. These two entities will be working hard to work complementarily. There is more work to be done than either can manage with budget and human capacity, and the challenge for people on the ground is to work together and support each other’s activities.  Phil noted strengths and weaknesses of both groups. The NSSI has a science advisory group under the Federal Advisory Committee Act, and are free to involve and take advice from NGO’s without legal complexities.  LCCs cannot do this.  Alternately, the LCCs have more funding for staff than NSSI. 

Upcoming Events

March 22-24: 
Copper River Delta Science Symposium (Cordova)

March 22-25: 
Western Alaska Interdisciplinary Science Conference and Forum (Bethel)
March 29-31:
North Slope Science Initiative Community Feedback Workshop
April 6: 
Deadline for Western LCC call for proposals

April 8-10:
Kodiak Area Marine Science Symposium (Kodiak) 

April 13-14: 
Univ. Washington professor John Delaney will be speaking at UAA (to students at 12pm on the 13th and to the general public at 7:30pm on the 14th). John is a dynamic speaker who has an interesting animation showing why people in Iowa should care about the ocean and forecasting, and explains meteorology on a larger scale. 
June 19-21
Arctic Imperatives conference, Girdwood, sponsored by Aspen Institute & AK Dispatch

June 20-25:
“4th Symposium on Impacts of Ice Diminishing Arctic on Naval and Maritime Operations (Washington DC)

June 21-23: 
National Ocean Policy’s national CMSP meeting. Reps from Alaska are six fed agencies points of contact, Mark Robbins from the Governor’s office, and some invitees from the Alaska Native community (Washington DC).

Next meetings

Tentative dates for next two calls:  Wednesday May 25th, 1 pm Alaska time and Wednesday, July 20, 1 pm Alaska time.

Sea Ice Article, provided Amy Holman:

CU-Boulder measurements show shrinking Arctic ice

By Brittany Anas, Camera Staff Writer

Posted: 03/23/2011 03:52:26 PM MDT

Measurements from the University of Colorado's National Snow and Ice Data Center show that the 2011 Arctic sea ice extent maximum marking the beginning of the melt season appears to be among the lowest-ever measured by satellites.

Because of the downward trend of Arctic sea ice extent in the last decade, some CU scientists are predicting the Arctic Ocean may be ice-free in the summers within the next several decades.
Most climate scientists believe shrinking Arctic sea ice is tied to warming temperatures in the region caused by an increase in human-produced greenhouse gases being pumped into Earth's atmosphere.
The CU research team believes the lowest annual maximum ice extent of 5,650,000 square miles occurred on March 7. The 2011 measurements were tied with those from 2006 as the lowest maximum sea ice extents measured since satellite record keeping began in 1979.

The maximum ice extent was 463,000 square miles below the 1979-2000 average, an area slightly larger than the states of Texas and California combined.

In early April, CU's National Snow and Ice Data Center will issue a formal announcement on the 2011 maximum sea ice extent with a full analysis of the winter ice growth season, including graphics comparing 2011 to the long-term record.

Contact Camera Staff Writer Brittany Anas at 303-473-1132 or anasb@dailycamera.com.

Read more: CU-Boulder measurements show shrinking Arctic ice - Boulder Daily Camera http://www.dailycamera.com/cu-news/ci_17682346#ixzz1HX55EEhu 
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