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Alaska Marine Policy Forum 

Wednesday, September 21, 2011
Hosts: Molly McCammon (mccammon@aoos.org), and Paula Cullenberg (paula.cullenberg@alaska.edu) 
Alaska Marine Policy Forum: A bimonthly teleconference for Alaskans to network and share information about marine policy, budgets, and legislation at state, national, and international levels, sponsored by Alaska Sea Grant and the Alaska Ocean Observing System. 

NOTES FROM THE SEPTEMBER 21 CALL 
Bob King, Senator Begich’s office

Bob reported that there is movement on a number of bills in the capitol. There was good news on satellite funding for NOAA but unclear how things will break out for other programs. The Omnibus appropriations bill won’t move until Nov/Dec and will likely be last minute. In the meantime, Congress will use Continuing Resolutions to keep federal agencies operating on a short term basis. 

The Senate Oceans Caucus, a joint bi-partisan group, was recently re-established. The Caucus is chaired by Senators Whitehouse and Murkowski.  Senator Begich and Senator Snow are honorary chairs, per their positions as chair and ranking member of the Ocean/Fisheries subcommittee of the Commerce Committee. The caucus is chartered to work on a consensus basis, and provides a good forum for discussion.  No meetings have been scheduled just yet.

Senator Murkowski is looking for a fisheries staff member, and there are several prospective candidates. McKie Campbell is serving as fisheries staff for now. 
Senator Begich will be introducing a Coast Guard reauthorization bill with Alaska-specific provisions.  It includes a modification to help maintain funding for the Oil Spill Recovery Institute based in Cordova (OSRI).  Senator Begich is also working closely with Cantwell’s office on legislation addressing the need for U.S. ice breakers.  The USCG’s high latitude study was released which showed the need for 6 to 10 ice breakers.   Currently, the U.S. has only the Healy, as the Polar Star is out of service until next year and the Polar Sea is being decommissioned due to major engine problems.  The USCG is stressing the need for ice breaking cutters which are up to $1 billion apiece.  Bob also noted that S1400 – the Restore Act – passed out of the Senate Environment & Public Works committee, which provides funding for Gulf of Mexico restoration and establishes a National Endowment for the Ocean.  

Question: What is Senator Begich’s position on the National Ocean Policy and Coastal & Marine Spatial Planning (CMSP)?  
Answer: There’s a lot of pushback from the State of Alaska on these issues.  Begich has recommended focusing on other areas of the country as a pilot project until people are more comfortable with CMSP here.  The seafood industry is particularly concerned about what role the state, the regional fishery council and the fishing industry would have in a new process, given that the NPFMC has already done quite a bit of spatial planning and closures.  

Christine Hess, Chief of Staff for Alaska State Representative Reggie Joule and staff to Northern Waters Task Force, chaired by Rep. Joule.
The Northern Waters Task Force has continued to hold hearings in communities across Alaska. In July, they met in Kotzebue and Nome. Their visit included field trips to the Red Dog port site and mine, another possible port site, a community visit to Wales, a Bering Straits fly-over, and a tour of Nome and possible port site there.  The task force focused on ports, oil and gas, and some shipping during their Nome and Kotzebue meetings. They also met in Unalaska for a hearing on August 24th where they focused on invasive species, the Law of the Sea, and commercial fishing issues. The next hearing will be on Oct 10th in Bethel and will focus on coastal erosion and research. On Oct 11th, they will meet in Anchorage and hear from researchers as well as the Alaska Ocean Observing System (AOOS).   They will conclude with discussion on how to develop their final recommendations. There’s a possibility of one more hearing Nov 7-9 in Wainwright and Barrow.  
Almost all presentations and audio archives can be found on this website. If the public wants to participate, there will be an opportunity at AFN for public testimony on October 19th in Anchorage.  People can also send written comments to Chris Hess over email at christine_hess@legis.state.ak.us  

Dennis Heinemann, Marine Mammal Commission science director
The MMC is an independent agency of the federal government based in Washington DC and responsible for oversight of all issues having to do with the Marine Mammal Protection Act.  The commission provides advice to the Secretaries of Commerce and Interior, coordinates between agencies, and facilitates consultation when useful. They also occasionally get involved in the formation of policy, and have a research program that hands out small grants or bridge funding.  Dennis is new and joined the call to introduce himself. He is currently in Alaska to learn about marine mammal issues and what research gaps need to be filled. The MMC will hold its annual meeting in Anchorage the week of January 23rd, and is starting to put together a program focused on Alaska and Arctic issues. If you have an issue you’d like to see discussed, send your suggestion to dheinemann@mmc.gov or call him at 202-436-1467. 
Ann Ringstad, University of Alaska Fairbanks
The University of Alaska Board of Regents is considering a budget request to the Alaska State Legislature for $1.25 million that would allow scientist Jeremy Mathis to deploy new mooring sites to test for ocean acidification.  The funding would also provide for ecosystem modeling, and support a citizen science project to use fishing vessels as vessels of opportunity for data collection.   If the regents support the proposal, supporters are encouraged to write letters to the governor and legislature.  

Amy Holman, NOAA Regional Collaboration Team
NOAA Administrator Dr. Lubchenco joined Senator Begich for meetings in Anchorage, Homer, Fairbanks, Barrow and Wainwright in August. It was a successful trip, but ended early due to Dr. Lubchenco’s duties in Washington D.C. surrounding Hurricane Irene. 
On August 23, NOAA signed a Memorandum of Agreement with Shell, ConocoPhillips, and Statoil to enhance collaboration on ocean, coastal and climate science for the Arctic. The agreement calls for sharing a number of scientific data sets for this largely frontier region, including weather and ocean observations, biological information, and sea ice and sea floor mapping studies.  The specifics of what will be shared in these areas will be outlined in separate Annexes which are still in development.   More information about the MOA can be found at:

http://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/newsreleases/2011/arcticmou082311.pdf
http://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/sustainablefisheries/arctic/arcticmoa081911.pdf
On Sept 19-20th, NOAA and the Alaska Center for Climate Assessment and Policy (ACCAP) organized a Sea Ice Workshop with leading researchers, modelers and representatives of several stakeholder groups. The workshop addressed sea ice prediction from a decadal to hourly scale, and discussed what to do with current budgets to advance sea ice forecasting. 

Amy reported that the next step in the National Ocean Policy process is a meeting of the Governance Coordinating Committee on Sept 29th.  This committee includes representatives of the states and various partnership organizations around the country, and will discuss what the National Ocean Council (NOC) is considering with respect to creating regional planning bodies.  Mark Robbins from the Office of the Governor in Washington D.C. is the State of Alaska representative. Following the meeting, the NOC will circulate guidance for how to set up regional planning bodies. John Farrell from the US Arctic Research Commission is working with the Navy to co-lead a writing team that is tasked with developing a Strategic Action Plan on ‘changing conditions in the Arctic’. They received 200 comments from a variety of federal entities, and have developed a 30 page draft which focuses on Alaska and its surrounding Arctic waters. The goal is to make it as budget neutral as possible so it has a chance of passing Congress. This will require tapping into current agency efforts. 

Bob Pawlowski announced he is an alternate for the Cook Inlet Risk Assessment advisory panel, which will convene on Oct 13th.  Over the next two years, the Risk Assessment will look at the risk of oil spills in Cook Inlet and identify mitigation strategies and response capabilities. If people would like to provide input, email captainbob@gci.net and he will relay it to the advisory committee. You can also get more information about the entire assessment at www.cookinletriskassessment.com. 
Upcoming Events and Deadlines

Northern Waters Task Force

Topic: Changing Arctic and its Impacts on Alaskans

When: Wednesday, Oct. 19th, 1:00-2:30PM

Where: Dena'ina Civic and Convention Center, 600 W. Seventh Ave., Anchorage, AK – Conference Rm. 3 (second floor)

Description: The Arctic is rapidly changing.  The Arctic’s future will be dynamic, bringing both opportunities and challenges through mineral extraction, oil & gas development, fisheries, tourism, and marine shipping, to name a few.  Many decisions about the Arctic’s future are rapidly moving ahead seemingly without much input from Alaskans.  The recent and rapid changes in the Arctic are presenting local, state, federal, and international communities with serious new challenges and require a review of policies in the areas of habitat management, resource development, marine navigation, economic development and even national security. Decisions on these Arctic related issues could significantly impact Alaskans and indigenous populations.  For these reasons, the Alaska State Legislature passed House Concurrent Resolution 22 which created the Northern Waters Task Force (NWTF).  The task force set out to examine the changes in the Arctic and to speak with people in the local communities about the changes they were seeing and how they would like to participate in the many decision being made about the Arctic.   The task force has held hearings in different communities throughout the summer and would now like to give people at AFN the opportunity to comment as well.  For more information on the task force go to this link: http://housemajority.org/coms/index.php?c=104.    
 
Alaska Legislature House Special Committee on Fisheries meeting

Topic: AYK Fisheries Issues

When: Wednesday, Oct. 19th, 2:30-5:00PM

Where: Dena'ina Civic and Convention Center, 600 W. Seventh Ave., Anchorage, AK – Conference Rm. 3 (second floor)

(Note: Immediately preceding this meeting, from 1-2:30PM in the same location, the Northern Waters Task Force (http://housemajority.org/coms/index.php?c=104) will be taking public testimony.)

 
The two events above are taking place during Alaska Federation of Natives Annual Convention. (http://www.nativefederation.org/convention/index.php)

   

A Rare Earth Minerals Conference will be held at UAF on Sept 30th.  The event is being sponsored by the Institute of Northern Engineering. 

Letters of Intent for use of the new UAF research vessel the Sikuliaq are due September 30.  The vessel will be ready for its first journey in 2014. More information.
Alaska Marine Science Symposium -- Abstracts for talks or posters are due Oct 3 by 4 pm.  The AMSS is Alaska’s largest marine science meeting, and runs Jan 16-20th 2012.
Next Alaska Marine Policy Forum Meetings:

November meeting: either the 16th or 30th at 1pm (skipping Thanksgiving week) 

Topic: Update from state on CZMP.  

Jan meeting: Jan 25th at 1pm.
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