
Marine Planning 

- TNC has developed marine spatial plans for 12 years 
in 15+ regions in US, Caribbean, S. America & Asia-
Pacific – plans & data made widely available & 
published in peer review journals 

- TNC developing marine multi-objective approaches - 
account for conservation, coastal hazard, fishery & 
energy objectives (e.g., http://marineplanning.org) 

- Has developed interactive decision support for 
including climate factors into planning 
(www.coastalresilience.org) 

- Developed Best Practices for MSP advice 
(http://www.nature.org/initiatives/marine/files/msp_best_practices.pdf) 

 

http://marineplanning.org/30.htm
http://marineplanning.org/30.htm
http://www.coastalresilience.org/
http://www.nature.org/initiatives/marine/files/msp_best_practices.pdf


MarinePlanning.org 



Marine Spatial Planning 

- Marine spatial planning (MSP) is a process to 
develop a blueprint for area-based management 
that accounts for multiple management 
objectives  

- Three examples 

- Washington (State legislation) 

- Mid-Atlantic (Regional Council) 

- New York/Connecticut (local planning) 

 



Washington Marine Planner 
washington.marineplanning.org 

Planning evolution: 
 
- Conservation: 
Biodiversity to  
multiple-objective 
 
- Portfolios to scenarios: 
Suitability, tradeoffs  
 
- Static to dynamic: 
Online decision support 



Shoreline Master Plan characterization 

 



 

Trade off analysis 
Conservation and Energy objectives 



Trade off analysis 
Conservation and Energy objectives 

 



 

http://portal.midatlanticocean.org 
 

http://portal.midatlanticocean.org/


coastalresilience.org 

Geographies 

Decision Support 

Solutions 

Visualizing coastal impacts,  
planning wisely for the future, and 
making smart choices today 

nature.org 

Incorporating coastal hazards into 
planning for climate adaptation 



Coastal Resilience: Long Island Sound 



sea-level rise and storm surge scenarios 

2020, 2050, 2080 
High, Medium, Conservative 
No Storm, Cat-2, Cat-3 



sea-level rise and storm surge scenarios 

2020, 2050, 2080 
High, Medium, Conservative 
No Storm, Cat-2, Cat-3 



social vulnerability and risk 



economic vulnerability and risk 



conservation of ecosystem services 

Westport, Connecticut 

“advancement zones” and “protective capacity” 


