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Record low sea ice
in the Bering Sea,
2017-18

-- 40% below the

previous lowest of the —

satellite era

Bering Sea Average Daily Ice Extent
November-March, 1978-79 to 2017-18

700,000
600,000 ;
500,000 ;
400,000 —
300,000 —_
200,000 —

100,000 —

04

HHF!H ﬁWH“!H!Hﬂ‘ Fll! I !WHIITIH i

F E B - M A R : B E RI N G *S E A I C E Data source: NSIDC Sea lce Index, Version 3

CT
=
Nej
o
Ao
X
e
Q
e
x
L]

=mmm Historical Sea Ice Atlas (*Alaskan Waters)

02
1850

DATA: Unive
REFERENCE:

r..<5.rB - - -&// / 0T
1975 2000

1950

« the lowest (by far) since 1850

GRAPHIC: Zachary Labe (@ZLabe;




Bering Sea ice extent (updated through May 08, 2018)

Bering Sea Daily Ice Extent
1978-79 to 2017-18
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Data source: NSIDC Sea Ice Index, Version 3
Updated through May 08, 2018



Community Views

Utqiagvik: Dec 21, 2017

Shishmaref: Feb 22, 2018

Photo: Craig George
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Little Diomede, February 20, 2018
Photo by Carla Ahkvaluk




Why so little ice?
Bering Sea: “warm” for several years
Late Start: Large Scale Warmth
Persistent storminess

Central Bering Sea Dec-Feb Mean SST
1945-2017

ERSST v5 Temp: December 2016 - February 2017 (Ranks)

Degrees C

Data source: NOAA ERSSTv5 & UAF/B. Brettschneider



2017-18 South Wind Strength Rankings (post-1948):
Proxy for “storminess”

Near-Surface Winds Steering-Level Winds

Brian Brottschnoider 2018 (Data Source: ESRL R1). Brian Brettschneider 2018 (Data Source: ESRL R1).
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